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letter on the Responsible Officer and
all Alternate Responsible Officers and
has determined their suitability for
these positions; and

(6) Such additional information or
documentation that the Department of
State may deem necessary to evaluate
the application.

(d) Upon its favorable determination
that a sponsor meets all statutory and
regulatory requirements, the Depart-
ment of State may, in its sole discre-
tion, redesignate the organization as
an Exchange Visitor Program sponsor
for one or two years. A sponsor seeking
re-designation may continue to operate
its program(s) until such time as the
Department of State notifies it of a de-
cision to approve, amend or terminate
its designation.

[79 FR 60307, Oct. 6, 2014]

§62.8 General program requirements.

(a) Size of program. A sponsor, other
than a federal government agency,
must have no fewer than five actively
participating exchange visitors during
the annual reporting cycle (e.g., aca-
demic, calendar or fiscal year), as stat-
ed in its letter of designation or redes-
ignation. The Department of State
may, in its sole discretion, waive this
requirement.

(b) Minimum duration of program. A
sponsor, other than a federal govern-
ment agency, must provide each ex-
change visitor, except those sponsored
in the short-term scholar category,
with a minimum period of participa-
tion in the United States of no less
than three weeks.

(c) Reciprocity. In conducting its ex-
change visitor program, sponsors must
make a good faith effort to develop and
implement, to the fullest extent pos-
sible, reciprocal exchanges of persons.

(d) Cross-cultural activities. In addition
to category specific requirements,
sponsors must:

(1) Offer or make available to ex-
change visitors and the accompanying
spouses and dependents, if any, a vari-
ety of appropriate cross-cultural ac-
tivities. The extent and type of the
cross-cultural activities will be deter-
mined by the needs and interests of the
particular category of exchange vis-
itor. Sponsors will be responsible for
determining the appropriate types and

§62.9

numbers of such cross-cultural pro-
grams, unless otherwise specified by
the Department. The Department of
State encourages sponsors to give their
exchange visitors the broadest expo-
sure to American society, culture and
institutions; and

(2) Encourage exchange visitors to
participate voluntarily in activities
that are for the purpose of sharing the
language, culture, or history of their
home country with Americans, pro-
vided such activities do not delay the
completion of the exchange visitors’
program.

[79 FR 60307, Oct. 6, 2014]

§62.9 General obligations of sponsors.

(a) Adherence to Department of State
regulations. Sponsors are required to
adhere to all regulations set forth in
this part.

(b) Legal status. A sponsor must
maintain the legal status it had when
it was designated. A sponsor’s change
in legal status (e.g., from partnership
to corporation, non-profit to for-profit)
requires the submission of a new appli-
cation for designation of the successor
legal entity within 45 days of the
change in legal status.

(c) Accreditation and licensure. A spon-
sor must remain in compliance with all
local, state, and federal laws, and pro-
fessional requirements necessary to
carry out the activities for which it is
designated, including accreditation and
licensure, if applicable.

(d) Representations and disclosures.
Sponsors must:

(1) Provide accurate, complete, and
timely information, to the extent law-
fully permitted, to the Department of
State and the Department of Homeland
Security regarding their exchange vis-
itor program(s), exchange visitors, and
accompanying spouses and dependents
(if any);

(2) Provide accurate information to
the public when advertising their ex-
change visitor program(s) or respond-
ing to public inquiries;

(3) Provide accurate program infor-
mation and materials to prospective
exchange visitors, host organizations,
and host employers, if applicable, at
the time of recruitment and before ex-
change visitors enter into agreements
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